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About this afternoon’s programme

Dixit Dominus RV595
Antonio Vivaldi

Antonio Vivaldi (1678–1741) was born 
in Venice and enjoyed success as a 
teacher and virtuoso violinist as well 
as through his compositions. He had 
widespread professional influence across 
Europe during his lifetime, and played 
a pivotal role in the development of 
musical form, using a passion and lyricism 
then rare in instrumental music and 
expressed most notably through dramatic 
contrasts in dynamics and harmony. 

Vivaldi’s oeuvre later fell into obscurity, 
however, until a revival in the 1920s 
when about 300 instrumental works, 18 
operas and more than 100 pieces for 
accompanied voices came to light. This 
century saw the discovery in Dresden of 
four additional sacred vocal works plus 
two psalms – settings of Nisi Dominus 
and Dixit Dominus – which had previously 
been deliberately mis-attributed to 
another Venetian composer, Baldassare 
Galuppi. We hear the latter work tonight.

Vivaldi wrote Dixit Dominus for the young 
voices of the Ospedale della Pietà, the 
orphanage where he worked as master of 
the violin and musical director. Scored for 
five-part choir, soloists and small orchestra, 
the work reflects Vivaldi’s lyricism and skill 
in composition for voice and instrument.

Scholars say it is ‘arguably the best 
non-operatic work from Vivaldi’s pen 
to come to light since… the 1920s’.

The text is from Psalm 110, usually the  
opening psalm of the vespers service.

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme
Magnificat BWV 243
Johann Sebastian Bach

JS Bach (1685–1750) was born in 
Eisenach, Germany, the youngest son 
in a family of musicians. In addition to a 
grammar school education, he received 
musical training and organ tuition from 
his father and then his father’s cousin. 
During his teenage years his musical 
education took him frequently to Hamburg 
and to visit Buxtehude in Lubeck .

At 18 Bach became organist at the New 
Church in Arnstadt, the first in a series of 
influential musical positions. His fiery nature 
sometimes got him into trouble with his 
various employers and even involved in 
court politics; although he was happiest 
at the court of the Duke of Saxe-Weimar, 
where he wrote many of his finest organ 
works including many of the great cantatas, 
he was imprisoned for a time there for 
insubordination to the ducal wishes.

Our concert opens tonight with the great 
‘Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme’ from 
Cantata 140. ‘Wake up!’ calls the rousing 
melody, as we begin our Advent journey.

The Magnificat in D major brings our 
programme to a close with the structural 
grace and formal perfection in which 
Bach excels. First performed in 1723 to 
celebrate Christmas, the work is scored 
for instrumental ensemble and SSATB 
choir with five soloists. The 12 movements 
alternate between vibrant tutti choruses 
and tender reflective passages in related 
keys for soloists and instrumentalists.

Thank you for sharing this concert with us. We wish you a very happy Christmas and 
hope to see you at one of our spring concerts (21st April and 12th May 2018). Please visit 
our website (www.lymebaychorale.co.uk) nearer the time for more information.
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 Kay Luckraft, Sue Milner-Smith, Nikki Moore, Maya Pieris,  
 Caroline Richmond, Caroline Whitaker 
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 Patrick Sampson, Chris Shirley-Smith, Nigel Whitaker 
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Flute Nick Brown, Poppy Bailey
Oboe/oboe d’amore Emily Penn, Laura Campbell
Violin Catrin Win Morgan, Colm Ó Braoin
Viola Stephanie Chambers
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Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme
from the cantata of the same name, BWV140
JS Bach

Dixit Dominus
RV595
Antonio Vivaldi

  Dixit Dominus · Donec ponam inimicos · Virgam virtutis tuae ·    
   Tecum principium · Juravit Dominus · Dominus a dextris tuis ·  
   Judicabit in nationibus · De torrente in via · Gloria Patri · Sicut erat in principio

Soloists: Philippa Hyde and Chloe Stratta (soprano), Julie De’Ath Lancaster (alto), 
   Nicholas Hawker (tenor), David Fouracre (bass)

INTERVAL

Solos from Philippa Hyde (soprano) and Paul Esswood (countertenor), 
the choir’s new patrons
Nobilis, humilis 12th century, gymel style (duet)
The three ravens from Melismata by Thomas Ravenscroft (countertenor)
Fairest isle by Purcell (soprano)
Music for a while by Purcell (countertenor)
Let the bright Seraphim by Handel (soprano)
O lovely peace from Judas Maccabaeus by Handel (duet)

Magnificat in D major
BWV243
JS Bach

  Magnificat · Et exultavit · Quia respexit · Omnes generationes ·
  Quia fecit mihi magna · Et misericordia · Fecit potentiam · Deposuit ·
  Esurientes · Suscepit Israel · Sicut locutus est · Gloria

Soloists: Philippa Hyde and Chloe Stratta (soprano), Julie De’Ath Lancaster (alto), 
   Nicholas Hawker (tenor), David Fouracre (bass)

After the performance, please make your way to the church hall for refreshments

Lyme Bay Chorale Young Singers Bursary Scheme

We are looking to encourage young singers aged 14 to 35 who may be in full-time education  
(or taking a gap year) and would like to join us. Our aim is to attract ‘new blood’ to the choir and 
get young people interested in the choral tradition, and we hope our beneficiaries will go on to 
develop this interest, wherever they end up living. Our bursaries include five free singing lessons. 
In return, we expect punctual attendance at rehearsals (at least nine before each concert) and 
participation in the concert. An application form is available online at www.lymebaychorale.co.uk


