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About our programme

Laudate Pueri Dominum
George Frideric Handel (1685–1759)

George Frideric Handel was born in 
Germany but as a young man moved 
first to Italy then to London, where he 
lived from 1712 until his death. He was 
extremely prolific, composing 42 operas, 29 
oratorios (including the Messiah, perhaps 
the best-known Baroque work of all), 
more than 120 cantatas, trios and duets, 
and many organ and orchestral pieces.

Handel wrote the cantata Laudate Pueri 
Dominum in 1707 while living in Rome. In 
it he uses a variety of Italian musical styles, 
giving each movement a different texture. 
We find ritornello form in the first movement; 
trio sonata texture in ‘Sit nomen Domini’ 
and ‘Qui habitare facit’; typical imitative 
polyphony in ‘A solis ortu usque’; concerto 
grosso style in ‘Excelsus super omnes’; 
homophony in ‘Quis sicut Dominus’; and 
continuo aria in ‘Suscitans a terra’. Finally, 
the hybrid style of the final movement 
returns us to the theme of the first.

Jauchzet, Frohlocket
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

Johann Sebastian Bach was born in 
Germany (in the same year as Handel), the 
last son of city musician Johann Ambrosius 
and his wife Maria. His early religious 
education fostered a deep Lutheran faith 
that influenced much of his music, and 
among his huge body of work are many 
compositions written for the church. 

The choir is singing the first chorus 

of this cantata, which as a whole forms 
the first part of the Christmas Oratorio, 
written in 1734. At this time Bach was 
the ‘Thomaskantor’ – the organist 
and teacher at St Thomas’s and three 
other Lutheran churches in Leipzig. 

In D major, it is scored for SATB chorus 
and an orchestra of strings, woodwind, 
trumpets and timpani. Unusually for Bach, 
the timpani open the piece, followed 
by the trumpets, then woodwind and 
strings, and finally the voices in unison.
The text of the opening translates as 
‘Rejoice, exult, rise up, praise the day!’

Heiligmesse
Joseph Haydn (1732–1809)

Austrian Joseph Haydn was one of 
the most influential composers of the 
Classical period. He spent much of his 
career working as court musician to the 
wealthy Esterházy family; after the death 
of his main patron, Prince Nikolaus, in 
1790, Haydn visited England, where he 
wrote most of his best-known music. 
He then returned to Vienna and the 
Esterhazy court as a celebrity, and wrote 
works including Heiligmesse (1796), The 
Creation (1798) and The Seasons (1801).

The mass is in six movements, scored 
for orchestra, organ, chorus and soloists. 
It is one of the first examples of the use 
of the symphonic sonata form in a choral 
work. The Sanctus is a setting of an 
Austrian hymn tune to ‘Heilig, heilig, heilig’ 
(the German translation of ‘sanctus’) 
which gives the mass its popular name. 

Thank you for sharing this concert with us. We wish you a very merry Christmas and hope  
to see you at our next concerts on Saturday 15th February and Sunday 3rd May (times tbc). 
Please visit our website www.lymebaychorale.co.uk nearer the time for more information.
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Laudate Pueri Dominum HWV 237
George Frideric Handel, 1707
Orchestra, chorus and soprano solo
Philippa Hyde, soprano

Laudate, pueri, Dominum · Sit nomen Domini · A solis ortu usque · Excelsus super omnes ·
Quis sicut Dominus Deus · Suscitans a terra inopem · Qui habitare facit · Gloria Patri 

Patron’s solo: Haec est Regina Virginum HWV 235
George Frideric Handel, 1707
Philippa Hyde, soprano

Jauchzet, Frohlocket (from the Christmas Oratorio) BWV 248/1
Johann Sebastian Bach, 1734
Orchestra and chorus

INTERVAL

Missa Sancti Bernardi von Offida (known as the Heiligmesse) Hob. XXII/10
Joseph Haydn, 1796
Orchestra, chorus and soloists
Philippa Hyde and Kate Barnes, soprano
Rachel Bennett, alto
Paul Tindall, tenor
David Fouracre, baritone
Julian Sutton, bass

Kyrie · Gloria · Credo · Sanctus · Benedictus · Agnus Dei

After the performance, please make your way to the church hall for refreshments

Lyme Bay Chorale Young Singers Bursary: We are looking to encourage young 
singers aged 14 to 35 who would like to join us. Our bursaries include five free singing 
lessons; in return, we expect punctual attendance at rehearsals and participation in the 
concert. There is more information on our website at www.lymebaychorale.co.uk
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