About this evening’s programme

Mass in G minor for soli and double choir

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) was
the son of a Gloucestershire vicar and the
great-nephew of Charles Darwin. He grew up
in a musical household, learnt the piano and
composed his first piece at the age of six.

His musical education continued at
Charterhouse and the Royal College of
Music, where tutors including Sir Hubert
Parry awakened his interest in the English
choral tradition and Beethoven’s string
music. After taking a degree in history and
music at Trinity College, Cambridge, he
returned to the Royal College to be taught
by Charles Villiers Stanford. His friends there
included Gustav Holst, whom he described
as “the greatest influence on my music.”

In 1897 Vaughan Williams married
Adeline Fisher, a cellist and pianist and a
cousin of Virginia Woolf. He then studied in
Berlin under Max Bruch before returning to
England to work as a organist in London.

His first published work in 1901 was
a setting of ‘Linden Lea’ by Dorset poet
William Barnes. During the following years
he edited the English Hymnal and other
anthologies and studied the work of early
composers including Thomas Tallis.

During the 1914-18 war, Vaughan
Williams served in the Royal Army Medical
Corps. His experiences included evacuating
the wounded from the French front line
through mounds of dead bodies; the war had
a profound effect on him, as on many others.

The Mass in G minor was written in 1921
and dedicated to Holst and his Whitsuntide
Singers. It reveals the composer’s interest

in using the modal harmonic language
and contrapuntal textures of the English
Renaissance to achieve a huge emotional
and dynamic range. There is a mixture of
textures with sections for solo voices, solo
quartets and single and double choir.

Ye choirs of new Jerusalem
Beati quorum via
Coelos ascendit hodie

Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) was
born in Dublin to a prominent lawyer and his
wife. Both were accomplished musicians
and encouraged their son’s musical talent.

Stanford’s career included periods as
a professor of music at Cambridge and
conductor of the Bach Choir. He was a
prolific composer of about 200 works
including seven symphonies, 40 choral
works, nine operas, 11 concertos and
much chamber music as well as songs,
piano pieces and organ works, anthems
and much church music.

The first of this evening’s three Stanford
pieces is an Easter anthem published in
1910, while the other two are Latin motets
written to be sung in Hall at Trinity College,
Cambridge, on feast days.

Vox dicentes

Edward Naylor (1867-1934) was organist
of Emmanuel College, Cambridge in 1911
when he wrote Vox dicentes for the choir
of King’s College. It sets texts from Isaiah
describing the voice crying out in the
wilderness.

We will be repeating this concert at Milton Abbey, Blandford, on Saturday 4 June. If you
would like to be added to the Lyme Bay Chorale mailing list and be the first to know
about our concerts, please email hilary@lymebaychorale.co.uk
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‘There is no reason why an atheist could not write a good mass’

— Ralph Vaughan Williams, a self-proclaimed agnostic

The programme

Ye choirs of new Jerusalem
Charles Villiers Stanford

Beati quorum via
Charles Villiers Stanford

Organ solo by Alex Davies
Vox dicentes

Edward Naylor

INTERVAL
There will be a short interval

Mass in G minor for soli and double choir
Ralph Vaughan Williams

Kyrie « Gloria « Credo « Sanctus « Agnus Dei
Coelos ascendit hodie

Charles Villiers Stanford

AFTERWARDS
Please make your way to the church hall for refreshments

Lyme Bay Chorale Young Singers Bursary Scheme

We are looking to encourage young singers aged 14 to 35 who may be in full-time education
(or taking a gap year) and would like to join us. We hope to attract ‘new blood’ to the choir
by bringing in younger voices and to get young people interested in the choral tradition. We
hope our beneficiaries will go on to develop this interest, wherever they end up living. Our
bursaries are worth up to £150 per term for singing lessons. In return, we expect punctual
attendance at rehearsals (at least nine before each concert) and participation in the concert.
An application form is available online at www.lymebaychorale.co.uk

Lyme Bay Chorale can be hired for weddings and celebrations. Please contact
Sally Crowther-Burnage on 01297 444580.



