Lyme Bay Chorale
About this afternoon’s programme
Fo lo, I raise up
Charles Villiers Stanford
Today’s concert brings together works by
three composers deeply affected by war.
For lo, I raise up by Charles Villiers Stanford
(1852–1924) was composed in 1914 but
left unpublished until 1939. Horrified by the
‘Great War’ and what he saw as Germany’s
betrayal of its artistic heritage, Stanford
attempted to articulate through this music
his hope for Britain’s deliverance.
The text is from the Old Testament book
of Habakkuk, and takes us from the
prophet’s foretelling of the turbulence of war
to his vision of peace and hope.
Rejoice in the lamb
Benjamin Britten

Requiem
Maurice Duruflé
As a boy chorister at Rouen Cathedral,
Maurice Duruflé (1902–86) had a broad
choral experience, singing Gregorian chants
as well as choral settings of the mass
by Beethoven and contemporary French
masters.These influences are apparent in
his compositions, particularly the Requiem,
which was commissioned in 1941 by the
Vichy regime but not completed until 1947,
by which time a new French government
was in power.
The accompaniment to the Requiem’s
vocal score exists in three versions: for
organ, as performed this afternoon; for
organ and string quartet with harp, trumpet
and timpani; and for full orchestra.
The work is in true ‘tendresse’ style,
omitting the chilling full ‘Dies irae’ and
accentuating the aspect of forgiveness
through the inclusion of a separate ‘Pie
Jesu’ and the repeated phrase ‘Requiem
aeternam dona eis Domine’. The quiet
conclusion completes this plea.
Reviewers have described the Requiem
as “softly luminous”, “suffused with a tender
radiance” and “of a noble and restrained
eloquence and a sweet and serene light”.
It is one of the undisputed masterpieces of
20th-century choral music.

Thank you for sharing this concert with us. We wish you all the best for the summer and
hope to see you at our Christmas concert on 3 December. www.lymebaychorale.co.uk
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Benjamin Britten (1913–76) had a great
distaste for war and was a conscientious
objector during the second world war. He
lived in the USA from 1939 to 1942, and
composed Rejoice in the lamb soon after
his return as a commission to mark the
50th anniversary of the consecration of
St Matthew’s Church in Northampton.
The cantata is based on ‘Jubilate
agno’, a poem written by Christopher
Smart (1722–1771) during a period of
incarceration in an asylum when he had
only his cat, Jeoffrey, for company. Smart
was known for his religious poetry and
his theories on nature; he was deeply
religious but psychologically troubled.
The theme of the work, which has 10
short sections, is the worship of God by

all created beings, each in their own way.
In the fourth section, for soprano solo, this
creature is Smart’s own cat, while in the fifth
(alto solo), it is a mouse. The sixth section
(tenor) describes the poetry of flowers.
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THE CHOIR
Soprano

Catherine Anholt, Maria Barbashina, Janet Clayton, Alison Davies,
Dympna Duncan, Phoebe Goodfellow, Gilly King, Heidi Merrett, 		
Linda Nicholson, Martha Royce, Sudhi Salooja, Jill Witherden
		

Alto

Sally Crowther-Burnage, Olivia Daly, Hilary Highet, Kay Luckraft,
Sue Milner-Smith, Nikki Moore, Maya Pieris, Caroline Whitaker

Tenor

Paul Evans, Michael Gent, Charles Gould, Roger Grose,
Simon Irwin, Matt Kingston, Ian Luckraft

Bass

Robin Brewer, David Fouracre, Graham Jones, Joss Kent, 		
Andrew Nicholson, Patrick Sampson, Chris Shirley-Smith,
Nigel Whitaker

Alison Davies (soprano)

Soloists: Phoebe Goodfellow (soprano), Sally Crowther-Burnage (alto),
Simon Irwin (tenor), David Fouracre (baritone)
Organ solo
Played by Alex Davies
Requiem
Maurice Duruflé
Completed 1947

		

Introit · Kyrie · Domine Jesu Christe · Sanctus · Pie Jesu
Agnus Dei · Lux aeterna · Libera me · In paradisum
Soloists: Julie De’Ath Lancaster (mezzo-soprano), David Fouracre (baritone)

Lyme Bay Chorale Young Singers Bursary Scheme
We are looking to encourage young singers aged 14 to 35 who may be in full-time education
(or taking a gap year) and would like to join us. Our aim is to attract ‘new blood’ to the choir and
get young people interested in the choral tradition, and we hope our beneficiaries will go on to
develop this interest, wherever they end up living. Our bursaries include five free singing lessons.
In return, we expect punctual attendance at rehearsals (at least nine before each concert) and
participation in the concert. An application form is available online at www.lymebaychorale.co.uk
Lyme Bay Chorale can be hired for weddings and celebrations: contact Sally Crowther-Burnage
on 01297 444580 or sallycrowther53@btinternet.com

After the performance, please make your way to the church hall for refreshments

We are delighted to announce that professional soprano Philippa Hyde and
countertenor Paul Esswood are our new patrons. They will both be performing at our
Christmas concert, which will be on Sunday 3 December at 4pm.

