Lyme Bay Chorale

About this afternoon’s programme

Messe Solennelle
Louis Vierne (1870-1937)

Louis Vierne was born in Poitiers. After
completing school, he entered the Paris
Conservatoire, then from 1892 was an
assistant to the organist Charles-Marie
Widor at the church of Saint-Sulpice

in Paris. In 1900 he became principal
organist at the cathedral of Notre
Dame, a post he held until his death.

Vierne was almost blind from birth,
owing to congenital cataracts. The effects
of this, added to a painful divorce and
the loss of both his son and brother in
the Great War, brought psychological
struggles that are reflected in his music.
He died suddenly in 1937 while playing
the organ at Notre Dame; his student
Maurice Duruflé was at his side.

The Messe Solennelle has five
movements (the usual Credo is omitted)
and its style builds on models by Widor
and César Franck. Following the solemnity
of the Kyrie and the triumphant Gloria
and Sanctus, the antiphonal harmonies
of the Benedictus reveal a device that
was completely new to the French church
music of the time. The long phrases of the
Agnus Dei, echoing from choir to organ,
bring the work to a serene conclusion.

Meeres Stille und Glickliche Fahrt
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

Beethoven is one of the most influential
and well-loved composers of all time,
and his career spanned the Classical and

Romantic eras. He was born in Bonn,
first learnt music from his father, Johann,
and went on to produce a huge body

of work, including nine symphonies,

five piano concertos, 32 piano sonatas,
a mass and an opera (Fidelio), as well
as a great deal of chamber music.

The cantata Meeres Stille und Gllckliche
Fahrt (Calm Sea and Prosperous Voyage) is
from Beethoven’s late period, during which
he became almost totally deaf. Based on
verses by Goethe, it was written for choir
and orchestra (we have an arrangement for
organ and piano). Its one movement has
two sections, sostenuto and allegro vivace.

Please see the enclosed sheet for the
German words and English translation.

They That Go Down to the Sea in Ships
Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995)

Herbert Sumsion’s musical career spanned
more than 60 years, including 39 as the
cathedral organist in Gloucester, the city
of his birth. He was a central figure in

the Three Choirs Festival, through which
he forged links with other influential

English composers including Elgar,
Howells, Finzi and Vaughan Williams.

They That Go Down to the Sea in Ships
is a setting of Psalm 107 and was written
for the choir of Repton Preparatory School.
It is a perfect example of word painting:

a rippling, listless organ part with a lovely
solo melody; rising and falling choral
writing; and later imitative passages, mostly
developed over long-held organ pedal
notes and through changes in tempo.

Thank you for sharing this concert with us. We wish you a joyous summer and hope to see
you at our Christmas concert on Sunday 8" December at 4pm. Please visit our website
www.lymebaychorale.co.uk nearer the time for more information.
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Andrew Millington, guest conductor Julian Rippon, baritone

Julian is a full-time member of Exeter
Cathedral Choir as well as a very active
choral and operatic soloist. He began
his singing career as a boy chorister at
St Paul’s Cathedral, and continued to
sing regularly while at
broadcasts, recordings Cambridge University.
and overseas tours. W He lived in the Far
He is well known as a recitalist, having East from 1990 to
played in most major UK venues, and 2007 and made many

Andrew was director
of music at Exeter
Cathedral from 1999
to 2015, and his work
with the cathedral
choir included

A,
i

The programme

Messe Solennelle
Louis Vierne, 1899

Kyrie « Gloria - Sanctus - Benedictus - Agnus Dei
Alex Davies will play three organ solos during the mass:

After the Kyrie:
Chant de Mai
Joseph Jongen, 1917

After the Gloria:
Berceuse Barcarolle (second movt of Sonata no.1)
Louise Vierne, 1913 Denis Bédard, 1994  (with Alison Davies, alto saxophone)

INTERVAL

Meeres Stille und Gluckliche Fahrt (Calm Sea and Prosperous Voyage)
Ludwig van Beethoven, 1815
See inset for words and translation

Julian Rippon, baritone solo

Sea Fever by John Ireland, 1913
Trade Winds

Mother Carey by Frederick Keel, 1919

They That Go Down to the Sea in Ships
Herbert Sumsion, 1979

Give Me My Scallop-Shell of Quiet
The Seafarer

Andrew Millington, 2002/2015
Baritone solo: Julian Rippon

After the performance, please make your way to the church hall for refreshments

has made several recordings as an organ
soloist. He is also an active composer of
church music.

solo appearances
there. He has a wide
and varied repertoire.

Lyme Bay Chorale Young Singers Bursary: We are looking to encourage young
singers aged 14 to 35 who would like to join us. Our bursaries include five free singing
lessons; in return, we expect punctual attendance at rehearsals and participation in the
concert. There is more information on our website at www.lymebaychorale.co.uk




